
Dear SWE-HAppenings Readers: 

As we approach the end of 2011 and 

anticipate the beginning of 2012, it is 

natural to pause for a moment to 

reflect on what has been accom-

plished, be thankful for our blessings 

and to prepare for what is yet to 

come.  This pause emphasizes the 

obvious:  Itõs already been a success-

ful year for the SWE-HA Executive 

Presidentõs Corner 

òEngineer Your CareeróñProfessional Development Meeting 

January 21, 2012  with Speaker:  Danielle Forget Shield, PE  

Technical savvy isnõt enough in todayõs fast paced 

business community. Being aware of trends and 

analyzing your career data will give you an edge. 

More data improves any trend analysis. The earli-

er you start gathering data about your career, the 

better your plan will be. Start today! Join this ac-

tivity based session to strengthen your career. 
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SWE Mission Statementé 

Stimulate women to achieve 

full potential in careers as en-

gineers and leaders, expand 

the image of the engineering 

profession as a positive force 

in improving the quality of 

life, and demonstrate the value 

of diversity.  
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Council and volunteers.  Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to the success of FY2012 through time, tal-

ents and perseverance.  I am thankful for each of my 

SWEsters and proud of all we have already completed.  

Your contributions make the year successful as we As-

pire, Advance and Achieve. 

Sincere appreciation is also expressed to our corporate 

sponsors who help make SWE-HAõs programs financially 

viable.  United Space Alliance has been a consistent fi-

nancial sponsor for SWE-HA.  Fugro has stepped up this year to offer its facilities and refresh-

ments.  KBR provided facilities and a wonderful speaker, Mr. Chuck Lyons PE, who was able 

to offer a professional development credit toward continuing education for professional engi-

neers and project management professionals.  SWE-HA is seeking to build relationships for 

mutual support with other local companies. 

The Executive Council is concerned with meeting the goals of the section, region and nation-

al levels of SWE, succession planning, setting high standards for ourselves, evaluating our 

priorities, selecting activities where we have the most impact and keeping volunteers ener-

gized and organized.  One of the focuses this year is the leadership pipeline:  How are you 

using opportunities in SWE-HA to develop your talents and skills?  Are you mentoring or being 

mentored?  Did you attend national conference?  Are you a volunteer?  Are you leading 

events and on track to become part of the Executive Council?  Now is the perfect time to 

become a volunteer and be involved in the active SWE community and part of the leadership 

pipeline. 

Bring your energy and enthusiasm to greet the new year and all of the activities that begin in 

2012.  Our first PDM of the year is Saturday, January 21.  Student outreach opportunities 

begin in January and continue through the remainder of FY2012.  Region C Conference (with 

job fair) occurs at the end of January.  National Engineers Week is in February.  Opportunities 

for participation are numerous. 

I wish you and yours a joyous holiday season and a prosperous new year. 

Slainte mhor agus a h-uile beannachd duibh!  (Good health and every good blessing to you!) 

Brandy R. Lang PE 

SWE-HA FY2012 President  
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In this program participants will: 

ʳ Create a personal action plan for career deci-

sions 

ʳ Gain an enhanced understanding of interests, 

values and goals and their tie to personal career 

satisfaction and success 

(Continued on page 3) 



On October 1, 2011 a number of 

SWEsters participated in the Susan 

G. Komen Race for the Cure. In this 

joint SWE-HA and TSC event, we 

raised over $800 for Breast Cancer 

Research and had a beautiful day in 

downtown Houston. Congratulations, 

walkers and runners! And a big 

thank you to all of the supporters! 

Community Outreach 

Student Outreach 

On October 22, 2011, SWE-HA volunteers participated in the Sally Ride Science 

Festival at Rice University. The Sally Ride Festivals are designed to encourage 5th

-8th grade girls to learn about science. Activities include talks by a featured 

speaker, òDiscovery Workshopsó given by local scientists and engineers, and 

workshops for parents and teachers on ways to support students' interests in 

science and math.  

Our activity included a pipeline challenge workshop to build teamwork, and an 

activity at the street fair booth where students built structures with marshmal-

lows and pasta.  

Thank you to volunteer Flor Mendez for leading this event at Rice University and 

SWEðHA VP of Outreach Danielle Kamel. 
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òThere are two ways 

of spreading light - 

to be the candle or 

the mirror that 

reflects it.ó ~Edith 

Wharton, Vesalius 

in Zante  

"ÅÒÔ %ÓÔÒÁÄÁ Brandy Lang, Irene Chan, Kellie Anton, and Mary Studlick (Survivor) 

On October 15, 2011, SWE-HA volun-

teers participated in Energy Day. An offi-

cial City of Houston event, it was a pub-

lic, family-friendly festival that celebrat-

ed and highlighted the importance of 

energy in our daily lives. 

 This day-long festival took place at Her-

mann Square in front of City Hall in 

downtown Houston. Thank you to volun-

teer Richa Dixit, for leading the SWE-HA 

booth activity: resistor bracelets! Partici-

pants made necklaces and other acces-

sories out of resistors while learning 

what resistors are and how to decipher 

the colored bands!  
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